
 
President’s Corner                         September 2012 
Oh my gosh!  Where has time gone?  Here it is the end of August, school is starting, signaling the end of 
summer is near, and we are gearing up for a most exciting election ever.  In my past writings I have 
outlined our speakers and programs, the various projects underway, and the fabulous work of our members.  
Now we look toward the last few months of 2012.   
 
Our commemorative 9/11 Dinner is right around the corner.  This is always such an inspirational and 
touching event, and this year should prove to be very meaningful.  You should have received your 
invitations by now, along with the history of the event and information on our most prodigious speaker, 
four-star General and Commander of the United States Central Command, John Abizaid (Retired).  I urge 
you all to attend, bring your friends and neighbors for a most memorable evening.  If you did not receive 
your invitation, contact Jan Muzzy (267-6744). 
 
One of our greatest privileges here in this beautiful United States of America is the right to vote, and we are 
going to have that opportunity very, very soon.  The Republican Party has several very significant positions 
to fill, starting with voting in a new President (and we will!)  We must also fill both the House and the 
Senate with strong Republicans.  So I urge you to get involved.  You can walk precincts, help at 
Headquarters, make phone calls, use bumper stickers and yard signs; there is a multitude of ways to help.  
Think of ways to get people out to vote; offer to drive a neighbor to vote, offer to baby-sit for a mom who 
otherwise wouldn't get out to vote, organize a car pool, just anything to help get the right people out to vote.  
Remember, early voting starts October 20, which isn't very far off.  And, of course, Election Day is 
November 6th. 
 
We have excellent programs planned for our October and November (Entrepreneur of the Year and 
Election of officers) meetings, which then brings us to our Installation/Christmas Dinner, planned for 
Wednesday, December 12th (that's 12/12/12).  And, then we start the New Year with a new United States 
President, and a strong Republican hold in the House and Senate.  Yeah! 
 
One last comment, please, please, please RSVP for our luncheons!!!  Tahoe Ridge Winery has done a 
marvelous job scurrying around to add tables, chairs and place settings to make sure everyone was seated 
and that there was sufficient food.  Our last meeting had 20+ show up that did not respond; I really don't 
want to put on my angry face again.  See you at the 9/11 Dinner. 
 
Nancy Jarvis, President 
 



 
     MINUTES  

SIERRA NEVADA REPUBLICAN MEETING 

Wednesday, August 8, 2012                

President Nancy Jarvis called the regular meeting to order at 12:08 p.m. The meeting was held at 
Tahoe Ridge Winery in Minden, NV.  
 
Betty Hertz gave the invocation. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Special guests introduced:  James Settelmeyer, State Senator; Michael Betrand, Treasurer Nevada 
State Republican Party, Jim DeGraffenreid, Secretary State Republican Party; Steve Donahue, 
Budget Secretary Nevada State Republican Party; Douglas County Commissioners Lee Bonner, 
Doug Johnson and Greg Lynn; Judge Tom Perkins; Douglas County Assessor Doug Sonnemann; 
Karen Ellison, Douglas County Recorder, Shari James, Trustee Gardnerville Ranchos General 
Improvement District; Maggie Benz, Chair, Douglas County Republican Central Committee.  
 
Speaker—James Smack, Vice Chair of the Nevada Republican Party and National Committeeman, 
was introduced by Sherese Settelmeyer. 
 
Sherese Settelmeyer announced upcoming information.  The next meeting will be the 9/11 Dinner.  
All are invited to contribute to dinner for soldiers.  The October lunch speaker will be the 
Entrepreneur of the Year.  The Christmas Dinner will be held December 12 (12/12/12) at Carson 
Valley Inn.   
 
CLUB BUSINESS 
 
President Jarvis announced that there were over 20 attendees who did not RSVP.  It is a strain on 
Tahoe Ridge not to have an accurate RSVP list.  All are requested to provide RSVP.   
 
Approval of the Minutes for July 11, 2012.  Hearing no objections, the Minutes of the July 11 
meeting were placed on file. 
 
Nominating Committee Report— 

Pat Smith, Chair and Board Representative; Committee Members:  Donna Baushke, Cynthia 
Sawyer, Jan Vanderbur, Donna Schehl.  Motion  to elect Nominating Committee (Pat Smith)/Second 
(Kory Miller)/Pass. 

Treasurer—Shari James 
 Year to date, total income is $13,907.  Total expense is $10,349.03.  A hard copy is attached. 
            
Military Update—Sally Wiley was unable to attend. 
 



2nd Vice President (Membership)—Mary Porter 
1) Currently there are 86 members and 61 associate members. 
2) Invited sign-ups. 
3) Please turn in volunteer tally sheets. 

 
County Committee Chair for Heller Campaign—Denise Beronio 
 Organizing precinct walking for Thursday, August 16 at 5pm.  Meet at Minden Park at 
5:00pm. 
 A number of precincts are targeted. 

DCRCC Report—Maggie Benz 
 Fundraiser at Maddi’s Friesian Ranch, August 18, 12:30 to about 4:30.  Catered by 
Hamdogs.  RSVP by August 12. 
 
50/50 Drawing   

• $67 was won by Betty Hertz.  $67 goes towards funding local and state candidates.  
• Tickets to Friesen Ranch Fundraiser were won by Ann Watts. 
• Zucchini was won by Mike Eddy. 
• Wine from Tahoe Ridge Winery was won by Lee Bonner. 
• White House Easter Egg signed by Laura Bush and donated by Barry Penzel was won by 

Debbie Orr. 
 
Commissioner’s Comments—Lee Bonner 
 The County is focusing on fiscal responsibility by taking three measures:  1) County 
development, 2) Priority based budgeting, and 3) Assessments of Departments within County for 
efficiency. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Next board meeting will be Tuesday, September 4, 2012 at 5:30pm at Tahoe Ridge in Minden. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:00pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sharla Hales, Corresponding Secretary,  
With gracious help from Jan Muzzy, Recording Secretary 

 
 

 
 



 
 

2012 Committee/Appointed Positions      
Achievement Award Pat Smith, Sherese Settelmeyer, Robin Reedy 

  Advisory Committee Past Presidents 
  Americanism  Sharon O’Berg 
  Budget & Finance Shari James, Pam Sturlin 
  By-Laws  Donna Baushke/Claudine Broquist/             
      Robin Reedy 
  Campaign Volunteer Mary Porter 
  Caring for America Sally Wiley 
  Chaplain  Betty Hertz 
  Constitutional Education Mary Porter 
  Editorial              Jan Muzzy   
               Entrepreneur Award Mary Jane Harding 
  Historian  Judy Walsh      
         Hospitality/Greeters Claudine Broquist    
  Hot Line              Donna Baushke 
  Legislature  Sherese Settelmeyer 
  Literacy               Linda Ruisi 
                Membership  Mary Porter, Maryellen Geiger 
                Newsletter  Donna Baushke 
  Parliamentarian              Kathryn Zogorski 
  Photographer  Donna Schehl 
  Program              Sherese Settelmeyer 
  Publicity/PR  Donna Baushke 
  Protocol   Donna Baushke 
  Roster   Mary Porter 
  Sunshine  Rita Hill 
  VA/Active Military Sally Wiley 
  Ways and Means Pam Sturlin (St. Patrick’s) 
  9/11   Robin Reedy, Sherese Settelmeyer  
  Website  Pat Smith, Rita Hill, Lee Bonner 
  Youth Chair  Heide Cruz 
  Advertising                    Shari James, Deena Reagan 
 
 

 
If anyone knows of someone who needs a card of encouragement, get well, 
sympathy or other congratulatory reason please contact me at Rita Hill email 
ronnritahill@aol.com or phone me at 775-783-9908.  
 



                                               
 

Congratulations to Pat Smith, Past President of SNRW. 
Pat Smith was presented the Sertoman of the Year Award for (2011-2102) 
by Tim Taylor, President at the recent Installation and Awards Dinner. Pat 
was recognized for her multiple involvements in the Sertoma Club fund 
raising events in the community. 
Pat continues to contribute to SNRW, and we are so blessed that she is part of 
our great organization. 

 
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 

 
SNRW will hold our 12th Annual 9/11 Commemorative Dinner on Tuesday, September 11th at the 
Genoa Lakes Country Club (Antoci’s) in Genoa, NV.  SNRW’s first 911 Commemorative Dinner 
was held on September 12th, 2001, and the club has continued to hold the event each September.  
In 2001, SNRW planned to hold a dinner meeting on Sep 12th.  None of the club’s guest speakers 
were able to attend due to travel restrictions, but a packed house was in attendance at the dinner to 
share their overall feelings regarding the tragic events of September 11th.   
 
The club is honored this year to have as our guest speaker retired four-star General and former 
Commander of the United States Central Command (CENTCOM) John P. Abizaid. 
 
The evening will start with a social and no-host bar at 5:00 pm and dinner will be served at 6:30 
pm.  The speaker address will start at approximately 7:15 pm.  The meal choices this year are 
Chicken Angelo, Salmon Francese, 8oz Top Sirloin, and Ravioli Veneta.   The cost is $35.00 per 
person. 
 
Reservations must be made and checks received by September 3rd.   Checks may be mailed to 
SNRW, P.O. Box 2504, Minden, NV, 89423.  For additional information, please contact Shari 
James at 450-3082 or treasurer.snrw@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The September 11 attacks (also referred to as September 11, September 11th or 9/11) 
were a series of four suicide attacks that were committed in the United States on 
September 11, 2001, coordinated to strike the areas of New York City and Washington, 
D.C. On that Tuesday morning, 19 terrorists from the Islamist militant group al-Qaeda 
hijacked four passenger jets. The hijackers intentionally piloted two of those planes, 
American Airlines Flight 11 and United Airlines Flight 175, into the Twin Towers of the 
World Trade Center complex in New York City; both towers collapsed within two hours. 
The hijackers also intentionally crashed American Airlines Flight 77 into the Pentagon in 
Arlington, Virginia, and intended to pilot the fourth hijacked jet, United Airlines Flight 
93, into the United States Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.; however, the plane 
crashed into a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania after its passengers attempted to take 
control of the jet from the hijackers. Nearly 3,000 people died in the attacks, including 
the 246 civilians and 19 hijackers aboard the four planes, none of whom survived. 

Suspicion quickly fell on al-Qaeda, and in 2004, the group's leader Osama bin Laden, 
who had initially denied involvement, claimed responsibility for the attacks.  Al-Qaeda 
and bin Laden cited U.S. support of Israel, the presence of U.S. troops in Saudi Arabia, 
and sanctions against Iraq as motives for the attacks. The United States responded to the 
attacks by launching the War on Terror and invading Afghanistan to depose the Taliban, 
which had harbored al-Qaeda. Many countries strengthened their anti-terrorism 
legislation and expanded law enforcement powers. In May 2011, after years at large, bin 
Laden was located and killed. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Adding New Members 
At the beginning of the year we set a goal of recording 100 SNRW Members and 50 Associate 
Members.  Currently, we have 87 Members and 63 Associate Members. Thanks to each of you 
who have taken the time to invite a potential new member or associate to a lunch meeting.   
Should you have a friend or neighbor whom you believe may have some interest in joining us you 
can pick up a brochure with information about SNRW at the Membership table for your friend or 
neighbor.  You can also invite them to review the information on our website—
sierranevadarepublicanwomen.com.  

 
Campaign Activity Award 
Thus far only a few members have turned in their tally sheets for the Campaign Activity Award.   
None the less, it is interesting and encouraging to learn that these few members have tallied over 
1000 hours of campaign volunteer work from July 2011 through July 2012!  If you can take the 
time to review the information sheet describing the hours to tally, and turn in the completed tally 
sheet, SNRW will have a more complete picture of our efforts to turn our country in the right 
direction.  You can pick up the information sheet and the tally sheet at the Membership table if 
you do not have them already. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  Getting to Know Nancy Brisack   
 
Upon your arrival at CVIC for our St. Patrick’s Day Dinner you may have noticed a 
“RESTORE THE USA”  bumper sticker on a Highlander in the parking lot.  Nancy 
Brisack (formerly a Scottish Highlander) proudly displays this bumper sticker.  She had 
arrived early on March 11 to help decorate the auditorium for our fund raiser. Her 
bumper sticker encapsulates the goal SNRW is engaged in accomplishing.   
 
Nancy is a native of Waukegan, Illinois.  She completed college at the University of 
Iowa, graduating in 1965.  She earned a Bachelor of Science degree as a Registered 
Dental Hygienist. _Nancy played the bagpipe in the Scottish Highlanders Marching Band 
at the University of Iowa, and her band performed at the White House during the Johnson 
administration. 
 
About two years ago Nancy retired from her 45-year career as a dental hygienist.  At 
about that time she decided she should become better informed about politics at the local, 
state and national level.  Sally Wiley introduced Nancy to our club.  Nancy joined SNRW 
and has remained a member because she enjoys the camaraderie of like-minded women 
promoting the conservative agent in government. 
 
Nancy and her husband Phil became full time residents of Douglas County in 1998.  
They are avid hikers and had fallen in love with the Sierra Nevada.  Nancy and Phil have 
a son, Keith who lives in Newport Beach, CA and a daughter, Kim who resides in San 
Francisco.  Nancy’s brother, Fred lives in Reno. 
 
Currently, Nancy teaches American Heart Association CPR and First Aid.  A year ago 
she adopted Corona, a black lab, who was a “Career Change” Guide Dog.  Currently he is 
a licensed Therapy Dog with “Love on a Leash.”  As part of his therapy dog certification, 
Nancy and Corona visited the nursing homes in the Carson City area.  Since Corona was 
raised around small children, he loves to go to Austin’s House, the Family Support 
Council safe house and the Carson City library.  Corona also “helps to build trail for the 
Carson Valley Trail Association and the Tahoe Rim Trail. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

                         James Smack, Vice Chair, Nevada Republican Party and President Nancy 
 
 

 
SNRW - ENTREPRENEUR AWARD CRITERIA 

The dictionary defines an entrepreneur as one who undertakes to start and 
conduct an enterprise or business, assuming full control and risk. Don’t we all 
know someone in the community who has started a business? 
Although the nominee does not have to be a member of one of the Republican 
Women’s Clubs or the DCRCC, the nominee’s participation reflects their 
commitment and support to the Republican Party. 
Application Deadline: September 30th.  
Last year I printed forms with information and dates in advance and only used two sets. 
This year, members who want to nominate a candidate must let me know so I can print 
and give them the appropriate information. 
Thank you. 
Mary Jane Harding, Chair, Entrepreneur Award 
775-265-7074 
maryjanepete@yahoo.com 
 

 



   DISCLOSURE NOTICE  
                              SNRW newsletter is paid for by                        
    SNRW and is not authorized by any 
       candidate or candidate committee. 

Changes, Corrections and Additions 
 
Please welcome new Members Caren Cafferata-Jenkins and Rayna Goodrich and 
Associate Members Mike Eddy and James Smack.  Welcome back to our Lieutenant 
Governor Brian Krolicki and Commissioner Doug Johnson. 
Here is their contact information.  Please add the information to your Sierra Nevada 
Republican Women Membership Directory 2011: 
 
Caren Cafferata-Jenkins   Mike Eddy*     
412 Tahoe Drive    1560 US HWY 395, Ste A 
Carson City, NV 89703    Minden, NV 89423 
720-1181     783-9422 (work) 
 carenjenkins@rocketmail.com    450-8142 (cell) 
      meddy@amfam.com 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson*   Lt. Governor Brian Krolicki* 
656 Mustang Lane    P.O. Box 7033 
Gardnerville, NV 89410    Stateline, NV 89449 
265-2550 (home)    588-1624 
790-3195 (cell)     briankrolicki@msn.com 
dougjohnson@charter.net 
     
Rayna Goodrich    James Smack* 
1925 Jungo Court    277 Jasper Rd. 
Gardnerville, NV 89410    Fallon, NV 89406 
781-7866     867-4592 (home) 
jwgoodrich@lycos.com     338-4643 (cell) 
      james@nevadagop.org 
 
Please note the following correction to Cindy Penzel’s email address in your Directory: 
cynthia89423@yahoo.com 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Recommended Reading—The Constitution Committee 
Karen Martorano recommended two books you should enjoy.  She regards them as 
important because they provide insight into current events in Afghanistan and China.  
The books fall a bit outside the Recommended Reading box—The Kite Runner, by 
Khaled Hosseini, Riverhead Books, 2003 and Brave Dragons, by Jim Yardley, Alfred A. 
Knopf, 2012. 
Khaled Hosseini, a native of Afghanistan, was, until recently, a practicing physician on 
staff at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles. He is a superior writer.  The Kite 
Runner centers on the relationship of two Afghani boys.  Dr. Hosseini describes the 
cultural disparity and struggles among tribes and classes in Afghanistan, the challenging 
role of Afghani women and the violence and corruption that followed the Soviet invasion 
and the Taliban takeover of the country.  The book is riveting. 
Jim Yardley, a Pulitzer Prize winner, lived in China for some years before he wrote 
Brave Dragons.  He uses basketball to effectively introduce readers to contemporary 
China.  Chinese LOVE basketball, which was introduced there at about the same time the 
game was introduced in the USA.  NBA fans particularly will be fascinated by accounts 
of the Shanxi Brave Dragons under head coach, Bobby Weiss.  Readers will be surprised, 
entertained and be given a good deal to think about along with some chuckles. 
By the way, you may have been introduced to Karen Martorano’s daughters—Ashley, 
Candice and Brenda at our August lunch meeting.  They were the teenagers who set up 
the Membership table.  If you have some books to recommend, as Karen did, provide the 
titles to the Constitution Committee.  We will pass your recommendations along. 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


