
 
President's Corner       October 2012 
 
Wow!  Need I say more?  What an absolutely marvelous 9/11 Dinner event.  Our 200 
attendees were treated to an evening of patriotism, love of country, great food, good 
friends, humor, education,  and, of course, a most wonderful guest speaker.  General John 
Abazaid (ret.) held the audience captive with his eloquent discussion of our military, past, 
present and future; his love of his home-state of Nevada; tales of some of his experiences; 
concerns in the Middle East for the present as well as the future; and his expressed pride 
in our military.   He delivered a very powerful message about our future, but did so in a 
light but meaningful way.   What an honor it was to have him speak to us.  We were also 
fortunate to have some of our troops attend, three who just returned from a tour in 
Afghanistan.   
 
There have been so many compliments about the event.  We have the executive board to 
thank for such a successful evening.  They started months ago with the planning and were 
so enthusiastic about putting together the best 9/11 dinner ever, and it worked.  Thank 
you all so much.  The staff at Genoa Lakes Golf Club when out of their way to make sure 
everything ran smoothly.  Our auctioneer, Senator James Settelmeyer, did another 
fantastic job in getting the bidding rolling and encouraging all to participate.  We had 
wonderful items donated, without even asking for them, which was quite heartwarming. 
Although this was not a fundraiser, thanks to the generosity of our bidders, we were able 
to break even on all expenses for the dinner.  This, of course, left more in our treasury to 
support our candidates in the November election. 
 
And, speaking of the election, I am very pleased to report that thanks to your generosity 
in participating and donating at the St. Patrick's Dinner fundraiser, and your donations to 
the 50/50 drawing each month, the executive board met on Thursday, September 13 and 
unanimously voted to donate $11,900 to our republican candidates in critical Nevada 
races for the general election in November.  Thank you all for making this possible.   
 
Our October meeting should be quite interesting, with the Debate Team from Douglas 
High School as our guests.  Please remember to RSVP.  See you there. 
 
Nancy Jarvis, President 
 



There will be no minutes this month because of our 9/11 commemorative dinner. 

 
 
Columbus Day first became an official state holiday in Colorado in 1906, and became 
a federal holiday in 1937, though people have celebrated Columbus' voyage since the 
colonial period. In 1792, New York City and other U.S. cities celebrated the 300th 
anniversary of his landing in the New World. President Benjamin Harrison called 
upon the people of the United States to celebrate Columbus Day on the 400th 
anniversary of the event. During the four hundredth anniversary in 1892, teachers, 
preachers, poets and politicians used Columbus Day rituals to teach ideals of 
patriotism. These patriotic rituals were framed around themes such as support for war, 
citizenship boundaries, the importance of loyalty to the nation, and celebrating social 
progress. 

 
 

 

 



 

Membership Dues for 2013 

Member--------$25.00 
Associate-------$15.00 

Associates are: Husbands of SNRW members, Republican men from the community or members 
from another club. If you are an associate, please enter your primary club name: ________  

(An associate may belong to more than one club.) 
 

Please make checks payable to Sierra Nevada Republican Women 
Mail to:     SNRW 
                  P.O. Box 2504 
                  Minden, NV. 89423                 
                  
Name: _______________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: _________________________________________________ 

 
City: ________________________________State:_____________Zip:____________                                                    
 
Phone (Home):__________________________________________________________  
                                                  
Phone (Work): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________  
 
The above information will be published in our club roster and is intended for the sole 
use of club members. If you object, CIRCLE  do not publish.   Do Not Publish             
 



        
 

Recommended “Watching”, the Constitution Committee 
  (and report on the Committee’s Essay Contest)  

One of the Constitution Committee’s goals is to build interest in our Constitution at the 
high school level.  Following contacts we made in our community to gauge interest in an 
essay contest, Sierra Lutheran High School’s principal, Mr. Brian Underwood, invited us 
to meet with Mr. Thomas Craig, the Social Studies teacher.  Committee members, Lynn 
Muzzy and Mary Porter, met with Mr. Craig.  After discussing our proposal he agreed to 
oversee the essay contest that SNRW is sponsoring at his high school.  The topic we 
chose together is “The Electoral College: Failsafe or Failing.”  We will keep SNRW 
members posted.  

Mr. Craig is also the Student Government Advisor at Sierra Lutheran High School.  In 
the course of our discussion he recommended a movie that he and his government class 
would be watching on September 17, Constitution Day, “A More Perfect Union: 
America Becomes A Nation.”  Mr. Craig reports that it is a documentary movie which 
his students actually enjoy watching.  He added that documentaries which will hold the 
attention of high school students are not easy to locate.  His review is confirmed by 
reviews on Amazon—4.7 out of 5 stars for 20 reviews. 
The movie, produced in 1989, was filmed on location at Independence Hall in 
Philadelphia and other historic sites.  It develops the arguments and loyalties of each 
state primarily from the perspective of James Madison. It is well researched and 
accurately chronicles how America became a nation.  If you have the opportunity to 
order it through Netflix or otherwise obtain the movie, you should find it an interesting 
step back in time and perhaps you can take a high school student with you on the 
journey.    
As always, we look forward to receiving your recommended readings.  We will continue 
to pass these recommendations on to our members. 

 



 

      
2012 Committee/Appointed Positions   

Achievement Award Pat Smith, Sherese Settelmeyer, Robin Reedy 
  Advisory Committee Past Presidents 
  Americanism  Sharon O’Berg 
  Budget & Finance Shari James, Pam Sturlin 
  By-Laws  Donna Baushke/Claudine Broquist/             
      Robin Reedy 
  Campaign Volunteer Mary Porter 
  Caring for America Sally Wiley 
  Chaplain  Betty Hertz 
  Constitutional Education Mary Porter 
  Editorial              Jan Muzzy   
               Entrepreneur Award Mary Jane Harding 
  Historian  Judy Walsh      
         Hospitality/Greeters Claudine Broquist    
  Hot Line              Donna Baushke 
  Legislature  Sherese Settelmeyer 
  Literacy               Linda Ruisi 
                Membership  Mary Porter, Maryellen Geiger 
                Newsletter  Donna Baushke 
  Parliamentarian              Kathryn Zogorski 
  Photographer  Donna Schehl 
  Program              Sherese Settelmeyer 
  Publicity/PR  Donna Baushke 
  Protocol   Donna Baushke 
  Roster   Mary Porter 
  Sunshine  Rita Hill 
  VA/Active Military Sally Wiley 
  Ways and Means Pam Sturlin (St. Patrick’s) 
  9/11   Robin Reedy, Sherese Settelmeyer  
  Website  Pat Smith, Rita Hill, Lee Bonner 
  Youth Chair  Heide Cruz 
  Advertising                    Shari James, Deena Reagan 

 



     
If anyone knows of someone who needs a card of encouragement, get well, 
sympathy or other congratulatory reason please contact me at Rita Hill email 
ronnritahill@aol.com or phone me at 775-783-9908.  
 

Changes, Corrections and Additions 
 
Please welcome new Member, Teri Cotham, and correct e-mail addresses for Cindy Penzel and Cindy 
Stapelton. 
Below is the contact information.  Please add it to your Sierra Nevada Republican Women Membership 
Directory: 
 
Teri Cotham     Cindy Penzel    
1362 Bryan Lane     cynthia89423@yahoo.com 
Gardnerville, NV 89410 
392-1353     Cindy Stapelton    
tacotham@charter.net    cindy.stapelton294@gmail.com 
        

Our Military Votes Deserve to Be Counted   

            Electronic Transmission Ballots 
  
 Once again our military and their families stationed outside of their counties of residence may find 
it difficult or impossible to cast a ballot that actually will be counted in the election this November.  This is 
because absentee ballots in some locations may not be mailed sufficiently in advance of the election to 
allow our deployed Armed Forces and their families to mail cast ballots back in time to be counted.   
 
 To correct the late-mailing debacle that seems to occur in each election, our deployed military and 
their families now can register to vote and cast absentee ballots by electronic transmission.  If you know 
deployed military urge them to register to vote if they have not done so already, and/or to request an 
absentee ballot by completing and sending the Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) form to their local 
county clerk/register.  To obtain more information about this they should visit the FVAP (Federal Voting 
Assistance Program) website www.fvap.gov.  FVAP can be reached toll-free in the U.S. at:  1-800-438-
VOTE or DSN (military) 425-1584. 
 

Our Douglas County Clerk-Treasurer’s website http://cltr.co.douglas.nv.us provides information 
regarding electronic transmission of ballots by our Armed Forces, their spouses and dependents.  An 
absentee ballot/electronic transmission ballot can be requested by completing and sending the FPCA form 
to our Clerk-Treasurer’s Office.  The deadline for the request of the absentee ballot/electronic ballot for the 
November election is October 30, 2012.  This website includes links for electronic ballot instructions and 
the oath of voter that is required. 



              
President Nancy and friends               Betty Hertz, Rita Hill and Karen Brekas    

       
Jan, Lynn Muzzy and Mary Porter                  DCRCC Chair, Maggie Benz and Bernie         

          
 The Asmanns                      Judge Tom Perkins and wife Ellen 

 
     Some of the Heroes at our 9/11 Commemorative Dinner 



 
 
 

 
          
          

 
   Getting to Know Sharla Hales 

 
The Membership Committee thanks Sharla Hales for agreeing to be 
interviewed for our “Getting to Know” series. Sharla is President of 
the Douglas County School District Board of Trustees.   This is her 
third term.  Her duties as a trustee notwithstanding, Sharla has made 
time to serve as our recording secretary.   
  
Sharla was born in Moses Lake, Washington on December 30, 1959.  

She and her husband, Jim, who is an associate member, have been married for 29 years.  They 
have four children. Tyler, a CPA with Ernst & Young, lives in Palo Alto.  Andrew is pursuing a 
doctorate in social psychology at Purdue University.  Nick is attending Brigham Young 
University.  He has just returned from a two-year mission to Mexico.  Emily is a senior at 
Douglas High School.  In addition to raising their four children, Sharla and Jim also raised 
Sharla’s younger brother, Carl and two younger sisters, Linda and Lilly, following the death of 
Sharla’s parents. 
 
After completing undergraduate studies at Brigham Young University, and receiving her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Humanities, Sharla obtained her Juris Doctorate from J. Reuben Clark Law 
School at BYU in 1986.  She works as general counsel for Churchill County School District. 
 
Sharla and Jim joined SNRW 1½ years ago.  She explains that from the time she was old enough 
to vote she has been a registered Republican.  However, it appeared to her after having been re-
elected to her third term on the school board that her party affiliation may not be apparent.  Sharla 
joined because she wanted to make it clear that she is a Republican.  Also, with most of her 
children raised and on their own she had more time to allocate, and is happy to use that time in 
support of Republicans.  Regarding this as a very important election cycle, she wants to actively 
support Republican candidates like Mark Amodei, Dean Heller and Mitt Romney. 
 
At the first SNRW meeting Sharla and Jim attended, she was lucky enough to win the 50/50 
drawing.  It turned out that SNRW was more fortunate that day.  The Hales joined our club.  
Sharla has conscientiously prepared minutes of SNRW board meetings and lunch meetings, 
keeping us well informed and up to date on club activities. She says that she has found SNRW 
members and associates are pleasant, our cause is just, our speakers are interesting and our 
meetings run on time.   
 
 
 
 

   DISCLOSURE NOTICE  
                              SNRW newsletter is paid for by                        
    SNRW and is not authorized by any 
       candidate or candidate committee 
 



 
 

 
   
Sierra Nevada Republican Women will hold their regular monthly luncheon/meeting at 
the Tahoe Ridge Winery Marketplace & Bistro, 1644 Highway 395, Minden on 
Wednesday, Oct 10th.  Buffet opens at 11:30 A.M. and luncheon/meeting begins 
promptly at 12:00 noon.  Cost of luncheon is $15.00 (includes tax and tip).  The Douglas 
High School Debate Team will be the October Program.  The team was formed in 1992 
and has competed since 1994 and every year since at the National level.  The team has 
won numerous awards and was second in state competition in 2011.  RSVP to Shari 
James by Oct 9th at treasurer.snrw@gmail.com or call at 450-3082.   

 
SNRW - ENTREPRENEUR AWARD CRITERIA 

The dictionary defines an entrepreneur as one who undertakes to start and 
conduct an enterprise or business, assuming full control and risk. Don’t we all 
know someone in the community who has started a business? 
Although the nominee does not have to be a member of one of the Republican 
Women’s Clubs or the DCRCC, the nominee’s participation reflects their 
commitment and support to the Republican Party. 
Application Deadline: September 30th.  
Last year I printed forms with information and dates in advance and only used two sets. 
This year, members who want to nominate a candidate must let me know so I can print 
and give them the appropriate information. 
Thank you. 
Mary Jane Harding, Chair, Entrepreneur Award 
775-265-7074 
maryjanepete@yahoo.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


