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President’s Message

I

will begin
my message
by reporting
that our 23rd
St. Patrick’s
Dinner and
Fundraiser was
a SUCCESS. My sincere thanks
to each of you who took responsibility for doing the work that
made our dinner and fundraiser
not only enjoyable but also
profitable. That includes MANY
of you.
Some of you had volunteered
when planning was just getting
underway last November. Others
of you brought new ideas to the
table during the following
months. You prepared dinner
tickets, publicized our
event, purchased and
arranged decorations,
donated auction items,
shopped for groceries,
liquor and some cakes,
organized auctions
and sold tickets. It was
a sellout. Quite a
number of you
stepped up and answered my “last

minute” request to help with the
work required to be done on
March 15—set up, decorate, cook,
greet, entertain, serve and clean
up. It was a genuine club effort.
Funds raised will be donated to
Nevada Republican candidates
following our June 9, primary
election. You should be receiving
your primary ballot in the mail
soon. Democrats have filed suit
regarding the primary. They are
seeking additional in-person
voting sites and relaxation of laws
against “ballot harvesting.” An
organization called True the Vote
also filed a suit contending that an
all-mail election would be “replete
with voter fraud.”

(please see next page)

Happy
May
10th

Mother’s
Day
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President’s Message
(continued)
Pre-primary, SNRW cannot, as a club, either
endorse or donate to one Republican candidate
when another also is running for the same office.
Our six Republican Douglas County Commissioner candidates were invited to prepare articles
for the April edition of the Rumbler. I am grateful that all of them did so. I have supplied copies
of their reports to friends and acquaintances
who are not SNRW members.
As members, you should be working for the
candidate or candidates of your choice. Please
read the enclosed article about keeping track of
your campaign volunteer hours in this edition of
the Rumbler.
Regrettably, our May 13 lunch meeting
had to be canceled. Based upon Governor
Sisolak’s announcements, Nevada is not moving
in an Open Nevada direction. He has yet to
provide a plan for re-opening businesses. Restrictions remain in place.
As of April 22, there have been 17 active
COVID-19 cases reported in Douglas County, 7
of which are recovered cases. No deaths connected to the virus have been reported in our
county. Nonetheless, news reports on the virus
describe with consistency the more dire situations primarily impacting urban areas. Lack of
COVID-19 cases in our rural areas is not mentioned and was not referred to by our governor
in his April 21 announcement.
Our prayers are needed for residents of Las
Vegas, New York City, and other locations
where the virus has taken the toll described in
these news reports. Fortunately, this toll has not
reached the extent predicted at the outset of the
monitoring of the pandemic.
It is challenging, to say the least, for many of
us to meet family, social, and financial obligations. Hopefully, residents in areas such as
Douglas County, where we really have not been
affected adversely from a medical standpoint,
can return to engaging in the activities of our
regular daily lives soon.

We hope to hold our June 10 lunch
meeting at CVI. Our scheduled speaker is
our District Attorney, Mark Jackson. You
will be kept posted. Please stay in touch
with me between now and June 10.
We will soon be planning for our 2020
Entrepreneur of the Year award. Jann Fargnoli
did an excellent job last year and Anita Kornoff
and Beverly Collins have volunteered to head
the committee this time. We look forward to
hearing your recommendations on those
Republican business women deserving of this
year’s award.
Sincerely, Mary Porter

JUNE 9 PRIMARY ELECTION
We will be mailing in our ballots. According
to the Secretary of State's Office, all active
voters in Nevada will be mailed a ballot for
this primary election. Voters can cast their
votes by returning their marked ballots in
the postage-prepaid envelope that they also
will receive, or dropping it off at a designated county location. The Secretary of
State's website includes identification requirements for first-time voters.
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IMPORTANT:
Keep Track of Your Campaign Volunteer Hours!

S

ocial distancing
notwithstanding,
since January 1,
2020, many of you have
involved yourself in campaign activities. You have
volunteered at Republican
Headquarters, joined the
“Trump Talk” telephone
crew, worked for a RepubMARY LOU GERVIE Campaign
lican candidate, attended
Volunteer Hours Chair
our Douglas County
Republican Convention, held a candidate meet
and greet (when we still could), or participated in
some of the other facets of campaign activity
described below. If you have not done this
already, you probably have made plans to do so.
SNRW members and associates are fervently
requested to keep track of their campaign
volunteer hours and report them to Mary Lou
Gervie each month. You can send your monthly
total along with a brief description of what you
did to Mary Lou at her email address,
chuck.marylou@gmail.com, or give a list of
them to her at our lunch meetings.
We are very fortunate that Mary Lou once
again has volunteered to keep track of them. By
making this a habit, our club will accrue points
toward an Achievement Award from NFRW. As
you may recall, last year SNRW members and
associates recorded and reported over 1,700
hours. This figure, while impressive, is very
likely lower than the total number of volunteer
hours that our members and associates actually
accumulated.
The more time each of us allots to political
campaigning, the more likely it is that Republicans will achieve favorable election results. So
this year, please create a folder on your computer where you can record your hours. Report
them each month.

Please note that SNRW can count the volunteer time of our male associate members if
SNRW is the primary club of a spouse or friend
who is an SNRW member. Activities qualifying
for NFRW’s Campaign Volunteer Award program include all of the time that Republican
candidates for office spend campaigning. Candidates include Republican candidates who are
running for non-partisan offices, such as the
school board.
For volunteers, all non-paid campaign activities benefitting our Republican Party, candidates,
and/or the Federation which can be done at
home or outside the home are included—mailings, phone calls, computer work, social media
postings or blogging. Work at and for special
campaign events also count unless you are a paid
guest or have been compensated.
Your attendance at our Douglas County
Republican Convention, our Republican State
Convention, the RNC National Convention, and
NvFRW or NFRW Board of Directors meetings,
as well as your travel time to these events, also
counts. You should record the time you spend as
a county, state or national party committee
member, or as a member of a temporary committee, i.e., rules or a resolutions committee. Do
not overlook campaign work at club meetings
such as getting petitions signed and preparing
mailings.
Staffing Republican Headquarters, registering voters, and presenting campaign programs
or speeches at local civic events as well as appearing on local media for the GOP cause are included. Finally, the hours spent as editor of The
Rumbler count.
Let’s take credit for our work. Record and
report the hours that you have donated to the
election results we so very much desire.
—Mary Porter
-3-
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A Big Heartful Thank You to all the Members and Associates of the Sierra Nevada Republican Women for donating
items for the Live Auction and Silent Auction. Thanks to all of
you we made a lot of money for the club. It will be donated
to Republican candidates who are running for election this
year. This election presents some challenges because we are
going to be restricted on what we can do and the elections
will need to be won in social media. Just a reminder to be sure
and send your ballot in when you get it. If you don’t get one,
please call the County Clerk’s Office and find out why.
—Bev Anderson
-4-
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Recommended Reading

Keeping Republican
Headquarters Open Pays Off

Reviewed by Kerry McLean

M

ost of you
know
DCRCC 2nd
Vice-Chair, Julie Moore.
Julie also is the Neighborhood Team Leader
for Trump Talk.
JULIE MOORE
This is a program
aimed at getting volunteers to sign up and make
calls for President Trump for one hour a week.
A new voter who recently moved from California to Douglas County contacted Tessa Laxalt.
The woman is a big Trump supporter and
wanted to join our Republican Women's club.
Tessa referred her to Julie and asked her to
follow-up. Julie called the woman, and she was
very distressed because she didn't know how to
register to vote with the DMV being closed. Julie
arranged to meet her at headquarters to assist her
in registering to vote.
Julie has provided such assistance to many
new Nevada residents, as well as having conducted voter registration drives throughout
several campaign seasons in Douglas County and
Carson City.
The woman met Julie at Republican Headquarters. After Julie welcomed and assisted her
with registration, the the new Republican voter
donated a sizable check to the DCRW. She did
this because her democratic friend had said she,
"Trusted the Chinese more than President
Trump." Such a generous act portends a good
result in the upcoming elections, and is also is a
tribute to Julie personally.
During this time of social distancing, our
DCRCC Executive Board decided to keep Republican headquarters open as frequently as possible,
particularly given that voters may have questions
about our mail-in primary ballots. All active
registered voters should be receiving these ballots
soon. Having made this decision, and having
Julie on duty at headquarters, has paid off.

It might seem odd, but I like grumpy men.
In fact, the grumpier the better. The reason I
welcome grumpy old men into my life is because
generally, there is a story behind the grumpiness,
and that piques my curiosity. Whether I ever
hear the story or understand where the grumpiness stems, I believe that I should never create a
judgment about the emotion. Why? Because
everyone has a story, and they can choose who
hears it. It's their story to tell.
Ove is seemingly a grumpy old man. He's
the guy that the neighbors dread running into
when strolling through the neighborhood, the
guy that points his finger at people he doesn't
like; the rule follower and enforcer. People call
him "the bitter neighbor from hell." That all
begins to change when a new family moves in
next door. Life for Ove and the people he encounters will never be the same.
What I loved about A Man Called Ove is that
the character does choose to tell his story, and
reading it provided a different perspective. And
perspective? Perspective is always a good thing
to have, which is why I encourage you to read A
Man Called Ove. It could be representative of
any grumpy man or woman, young or old, and
it just might change your perspective too.
-5-
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Volunteer in the Spotlight
Cynthia Horner Sawyer
In her own words...

I was born in 1941 in Knoxville, Tennessee. My mother was a
secretary, and my father was a police
officer. When I was two months old, my father
was shot and killed in the line of duty. After my
father’s death, my mother and I lived with her
parents and two sisters. I attended 1st-12th
grades in Catholic parochial schools and majored in education at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville campus.
In my early twenties, I moved to San Francisco, and lived with my aunt and uncle. Also, in
my early twenties, I married Frank, and we lived
and worked in San Francisco. We had two
daughters,Kristen and Kimberly, and three
grandchildren, Luc, Lauren, and Dustin.
My career included working as a freelance
model in San Francisco, a Department Manager
at Saks Fifth Avenue in Palo Alto, Co-owner of a
Montgomery Ward Catalog Sales Agency, in
Bishop, District Manager of five retail stores in
the Bay Area of Northern California, Client
Services Manager, and PharmChem, a drug
testing laboratory in Menlo Park.
In 1997, Frank and I retired and moved to
Minden, Nevada, from Belmont, California.
Frank and I had visited the Carson Valley many
times when we lived in Bishop and were enthralled with the area. In 2001, Frank passed
away. At that time, I had no desire to move back
to California, even though my daughters and
their families lived there. I wanted to stay in the
Carson Valley and be a part of the caring community surrounded by rural beauty. I became
involved in community service. I joined SNRW,
Carson Valley Community Food Closet,
Sertoma, and St. Gall Catholic Church. Since
childhood, I have been interested in helping
others. I would stay after school and help the
nuns with different tasks. It must be in my DNA.

CYNTHIA AND HER DAUGHTERS

From 1998 – Present: SNRW. I was invited to
join the SNRW because I wanted to help elect
Republican candidates. I have participated in
fundraisers, rode in parades, been on nominating
committees, and decorated for St. Patrick’s Day
Dinners. I served on the board as 2nd Vice President, co-chair of membership for two years with
Donna Schehl. During our tenure, SNRW was
acknowledged and received an award from the
Republican Federation for having gained the
highest number of new members. I am currently
serving on the SNRW board, as Corresponding
Secretary.
From 1998 – Present: Sertoma. I have volunteered for many fundraising events, such as
truck pulls, barn dances, ‘50s dances, bingo,
Cinco de Mayo in the park, Octoberfest, and the
Sertoma’s famous Crab and Tri-tip dinner. I have
been a member of the Scholarship Committee for
eight years. It is a wonderful feeling to award
deserving graduating high school students, in
Douglas County with a vocational or book
scholarships.
In 2015, I was nominated and awarded the
Sertoman of the Year Award, at the club level,
(please see next page)
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Volunteer Spotlight—Cynthia Sawyer
(concluded)

the district level, and an honorable mention
award, at the regional level. This award was for
my Community and Sertoma service.
From 1997 – Present: Saint Gall Catholic
Church. As a member of the St. Gall Women’s
Society, I participated in many fundraisers, such
as spaghetti dinners, teas, and raffles. With
Barbara McRoberts as my co-chair, we started a
very profitable fundraiser for the St. Gall Women’s
Society. It was a luncheon, fashion show, and expo.
Barbara and I were responsible for this event for
three years. We passed the reins to Marie
Schnock and Linda Ruisi, who also did a splendid job.
Also, I was part of a group that cleaned the
church on Friday afternoons, for a month, at a
time. Afterward, we would go to Wild Horse and
have drinks, pizza, hamburgers, and lots of fun
and friendship. Currently, I am participating in
the Greeter’s Ministry.
From 1998 – Present: Carson Valley Community Food Closet. I have been a board member of the CVCFC, since 1998. I now hold the
office of Vice-President. I was drawn to this
organization because of life lessons. I do understand the feeling of housing, money, and food
insecurity. It is a blessing to see and to be a part
of how the food closet has grown and prospered.
I feel blessed to live in Carson Valley. It is a joy
for me to be a part of our community.
I enjoy being with my family, friends, and
taking part in community activities. I also like
traveling, attending plays, dinner parties, symphonies, reading, meditating and trying new
adventures, like learning to snorkel in Hawaii.

June 9: Nevada All-Mail-In Primary Election
June 10: SNRW Lunch Meeting
CVI at 11:30 a.m. (Details to follow)
June 13 and 14: Nevada Republican State
Convention – Silver Legacy in Reno
Also June 13 and 14: Carson Valley Days
(to be confirmed)
Aug. 24-27: Republican National Convention
Charlotte, North Carolina

Monthly Membership
Report
As of April 25, 2020
We have 87 Regular Members
& 53 Associate Members
Every month the membership committee
will report the current number of
members. You should have
received a complete roster so you will
know the SNRW members.
Thank you for helping our club grow.
We really appreciate your support
because we all share
the same goal of getting deserving
Republican candidates elected in 2020!

MAY 25

—Sondra Condron,
Membership Chair
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SNRW Committee Chairs &
Members (Updated)
Achievement
Award:
Mary Lou Gervie
Marie Schnock
Advertising:
Chris Golightly
Advisory:
Past Presidents
Americanism:
Sharon O’Berg
Audit:
Budget & Finance
Bev Anderson
Bylaws:
Campaign Chair:
Mary Lou Gervie

Nominating:
Parliamentarian:
Kathryn Zogorski
Nancy Jarvis
Photographer:
Donna Schehl
Program:
Frances Holden
Publicity/PR:
Anita Kornoff
Protocol:
Jan Muzzy
Roster:
Sondra Condron
Special Events:
Executive Board

Caring for
America:

Sunshine:
Rita Hill

Chaplain:

VA/Military:

Constitution/Ed.:

Ways & Means:
Executive Board

Entrepreneur
Award:
Beverly Collins &
Anita Kornoff, CoChairs
Historian:
Mary Lou Gervie
Hotline/Email
Blast:
Anita Kornoff

Welcoming
Committee:
Barbara McRoberts
Beverly Collins
Natalia & Tom
Vander Laan
Website:
Rita Hill

Legislative:
Literacy:
Membership:
Sondra Condron
Newsletter:
Anita Kornoff

Note:
President is an Ex Officio
(voting) member of all
committees (but not counted
in a quorum) except
Nominating.

State of Nevada
Senator
James A. Settelmeyer
(District 17)
2388 Highway 395
Minden, NV 89423-8923
775-450-6114
James.Settelmeyer@
sen.statenv.us
Secretary:
Maureen Brower
Maureen Brower@
sen.statenv.us

P.O. Box 218
Minden, NV 89423
Ph: 775-782-9821
Fax: 775-782-6255

Assemblyman
Jim Wheeler
(District 39)
P.O. Box 2135
Minden, NV 89423-2135
775-450-6114
Jim.Wheeler@ asm.statenv.us
Secretary:
Barbara Eiche
Barbara.eiche@asm.statenv.us

John Engels
775-546-3171
jengels@douglasnv.us

Congressman
Mark Amodei
Nevada U.S. Congressional
District 2
222 Cannon House
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
202-225-6155

Wesley Rice
775-546-3170
wrice@douglasnv.us

Board of Commissioners
Meets on the first Thursday of
the month in Minden, 1 p.m. at
the Douglas County Historic
Courthouse. On third Thursday
of the month at the Lake Tahoe,
1:30 p.m. at Tahoe
Transportation Center

Dave Nelson
775-690-2979
dnelson@douglasnv.us
Barry Penzel
775-781-6075
bpenzel@douglasnv.us

Larry Walsh
775-450-9414
lwalsh@douglasnv.us

Douglas County Manager
Patrick Cates
1594 Esmeralda Ave.
Minden, NV 89423

Sierra Nevada Republican Women Club Officers for 2020
President
Mary Porter
775-782-8098;
maryatmaa@yahoo.com

2ND V.P.—Membership
Sondra Condron
775-782-9534;
scondron@charter.net

Marie Schnock,
Recording Secretary
775-781-5122
mcthree68@gmail.com

1st. Vice President,
Programs
Frances Holden
775-265-7077
joene1941@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Bev Anderson
775-782-0730
nevadabev@charter.net

Past President Barbara
McRoberts
775-267-0025;
bmcroberts@charter.net
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Corresponding Secretary
Cynthia Sawyer
775-782-6526
cynthiasawyer@charter.net

